
ELSP SPEAKING COURSES 
 

 

GS 721: Oral Communication 

 

A student enrolled in GS 721 will benefit from learning the following skills: 

 

• Following expected conversation patterns in different academic and professional contexts 

• Participating fully and appropriately in academic interactions such as discussions and office 

hours 

• Using nonverbal cues such as eye contact and body language to enhance communication 

• Organizing information in both planned and spontaneous speech 

• Producing understandable pronunciation and building fluency 

• Making accurate word choices and using common academic and conversational phrases 

 

 

 

GS 731: Academic Presentations 

 

A student enrolled in GS 731 will benefit from learning the following skills: 

 

• Adapting content to a target audience and presenting within allotted time 

• Providing an explicit organizational presentation structure with transitions between points 

• Speaking in formal and semi-formal situations with more fluency and confidence 

• Speaking with appropriate pauses, emphasis, and word stress while maintaining appropriate pace 

and volume 

• Connecting with the audience through eye contact and appropriate gestures 



ELSP WRITING COURSES 
 

 

GS 724: Writing in the Social Sciences and Humanities 

GS 726: Writing in STEM Fields 

 

A student enrolled in GS 724 or GS 726 will benefit from learning the following skills: 

 

• Developing complete and logical ideas 

• Composing well-structured and fully developed paragraphs 

• Constructing flow and cohesion between sentences and paragraphs 

• Improving accuracy and precision of grammar and vocabulary 

• Using expected language and writing patterns for an intended audience 

• Effective source use in an academic context, including avoiding plagiarism and giving attribution 

 

 

 

GS 730: Academic Writing II 

 

A student enrolled in GS 730 will benefit from learning the following skills: 

 

• Adjusting writing based on intended audience 

• Clearly stating main ideas and using evidence and analysis as support 

• Identifying common organization and language characteristics of discipline-specific writing 

• Structuring a paper to be well organized as a whole as well as at the paragraph and sentence level 

• Using a variety of strategies to build connections between sentences and paragraphs 

• Utilizing formal academic language and demonstrating effective word choice 

• Reducing grammatical errors, especially those that interfere with understanding 

• Demonstrating effective source use, including avoiding plagiarism 

 

 

 

 

GS 732: Advanced Academic Writing for Ph.D. Students 

 

A student enrolled in GS 732 will benefit from improving the following skills while making significant 

progress on a chosen writing project: 

 

• Organizing the entire paper in a way that is consistent with field-specific expectations 

• Using various strategies to connect ideas at the sentence, paragraph, and section levels 

• Integrating sources, including properly giving credit to other scholars and avoiding plagiarism 

• Using more accurate grammar and more precise vocabulary 

• Expressing ideas clearly and concisely 

• Effectively reflecting on and incorporating feedback 

• Incorporating effective writing habits, including time-management strategies and realistic goals 


