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September 2011 

 

 

Dear International Credential Guide User: 

 

The Graduate School Enrollment Services Office is pleased to present the 2011 edition 

of our International Credentials Guide.  This guide is designed to assist the departmental 

directors of graduate studies and their assistants in evaluating the academic credentials 

of the large number of applicants from many different nations. 

 

Information presented on each countryôs education system has been taken from a variety 

of sources.  These sources are identified in the bibliography section of this guide.  It 

should be noted that, while information on the grading system and recommendations are 

based on the latest available research, there is a good deal of variance between universi-

ties within each country.  Therefore, the transcript should always be examined for an 

explanation of the grading system. 

 

We hope you will find this Guide a useful tool in evaluating international academic cre-

dentials.  We welcome your suggestions and comments. 

 

Enrollment Services Office  

Duke University Graduate School 
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Whatôs In a GPA? 

 

The GPA (grade point average) used in all official reports produced from Graduate School 

admissions data is the undergraduate GPA (UGPA), reflecting the equivalent of a four-

year bachelorôs program, based on a 4-point grading scale.  Many students attend more 

than one school, and in these cases, the grades from all undergraduate schools are com-

bined.  Courses that were dropped or courses that do not award letter grades (e.g. satisfac-

tory/unsatisfactory, pass/fail, credit only) are not included in the GPA calculation nor are 

graduate grades.  If a student repeats a course, both grades are included.  Also, grades of 

ñFò are included in the calculation.   

 

Applicants are allowed to self-report their GPAôs on their applications.  If the department 

recommends admission of an applicant, the Enrollment Services Office will confirm the 

self-reported UGPA.  If there is a discrepancy in the self-reported UGPA and our calcula-

tion, we will notify the department.  If you have any reason to question the unconfirmed 

UGPA on the Control Sheet, let the Enrollment Services Office know and we will re-

compute it for you. 

 

Sometimes applicants tell us that they want to report their graduate GPA (GGPA), perhaps 

because it is higher than their undergraduate GPA.  There is a place on the application for 

them to do so.  However, GGPA comparisons cannot be made across all applicants since 

not all applicants have graduate grades and, for those that do, the graduate work repre-

sented may be for very different periods and types of study.  Therefore, we do not rou-

tinely include GGPAôs in our GPA calculations.  However, you should look at all tran-

scripts in your review process to assist you in your assessment of a particular applicant. 

 

Foreign transcripts represent a very unique challenge in that only a few foreign institutions 

have grading scales like that of the United States and, therefore, we have to attempt to cal-

culate a GPA that is equivalent to ours.  To do this, we use information in this guide and 

other reference volumes we have available in the Graduate School Enrollments Services 

Office.  In most cases we are able to come up with an approximate equivalent but, when 

we cannot, we record the GPA as ñ0.0ò and confirm it as official.   

 

Occasionally you will see a U.S. student with a GPA of ñ0.0ò confirmed as official.  This 

occurs when the student attends a school that does not give grades (e.g. Hampshire Col-

lege, UC-Santa Cruz).  A transcript from these schools usually consists of a packet of nar-

rative reports by professors on the studentôs work in their courses.  It will take longer to 

assess these studentsô academic records, but it may be well worth the effort. 
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Computing an Undergraduate Grade Point Average (UGPA) 

 

The following values are assigned to letter grades to use when calculating the UPGA. 

 

A, A+ =4.0  B- = 2.8  D+ = 1.5 

A- = 3.8   C+ = 2.5   D = 1.0 

B+ =  3.5   C = 2.0   D- = 0.8 

B = 3.0   C- = 1.8  F = 0.0 

 

Step 1.  Multiply the grade values (see above) times the number of credit hours.  Sample: 

 Grade  Credit Hours X Grade Value = Grade Points 

 A-   15   3.8  57 

 B+     8   3.5  28 

 C-     7   1.8  12.6 

 F     3   0.0  0.0 

 

Step 2.  Add the total number of credits (15 + 8 + 7 + 3 =  33) and the total number of grade 

points (57 + 28 + 12.6 + 0.0 = 97.6) 

 

Step 3.  Divide the total number of grade points by the total number of credits (97.6/33 = 

2.96). 

 

Note:  Do not combine quarter credit hours with semester credit hours; instead, convert quar-

ter hours to semester hours.  Generally one quarter hour = 2/3 semester hour.  
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Bologna Degrees 
 

Background 

Europe has gradually been moving toward a two-tiered system of higher education based on 

separate bachelorôs and masterôs degrees.  The establishment of comparable degrees across 

Europe is the basis of the ñBologna Processò (named after the initial agreement signed in Bo-

logna in 1999) and a principal objective has been to make university degrees comparable so 

that employees and institutions of higher education will be able to understand a studentôs cre-

dentials.  The new degrees will be quantified in terms of European Credit Transfer and Accu-

mulation System (ECTS) and will be accompanied by a diploma supplement that provides a 

detailed description of the studies completed by the student.  Duke University Graduate 

School will consider the 3-year Bologna degrees to be equivalent to the 4-year U.S. 

bachelorôs degrees.   

The first Bologna bachelorôs degrees were awarded in 2003 and the process should have been 

implemented by all 47 participating countries by 2010.   Since degrees awarded in 2003 and 

afterwards may be either under the old system or the new Bologna system, caution must be 

used in determining which type of degree the student has received.  .   

Structure 

1. 60 ECTS credits represent one year of full-time study; 30 credits are given for a semester, 

20 for a trimester. 

2. Credits are awarded only when the course has been completed and all required examina-

tions have been successfully taken. 

3. In ECTS terms, a bachelorôs degree consists of 180-240 credits. 

  Required Documents 

1. The transcript of records list individual courses or modules and shows the weighting in 

terms of ECTS credits and the grades awarded. 

2. The diploma supplement is issued together with a final diploma or degree.  It provides a 

description of the nature, level, context, content and status of the studies successfully 

completed by the student.  The diploma supplement is composed of 8 sections.  It is not a 

substitute for a diploma or degree and is issued in addition to the diploma. 

3. Final diploma or degree 

 

ECTS 

Scale 

Definition Percentage of  

Successful Students 

U.S. Grade 

Equivalent 

 A EXCELLENTï outstanding performance with only minor errors       10 A 

B VERY GOODï above the average standard but with some errors 25 A-/B+ 

C GOODï generally sound work with a number of notable errors 30 B 

D SATISFACTORYï fair but with significant shortcomings 25 C+ 

E SUFFICIENTï performance meets the minimum criteria 10 C 

FX FAILï some more work required before credit can be awarded - F 

F FAILï considerable further work is required - F 
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System of Education  

The education system of Afghanistan has changed through-

out the tumultuous history of this troubled country.  The 

education system evolved from its beginning as a foreign-

dominated to an Islamicïbased system.  In the villages 

where the economy prohibits the building of schools, the 

mosques play the role of schools and education includes 

religion.  The Taliban clerics who came to rule in 1996 had 

reinforced the Islamic emphasis in education, including the 

exclusion of females in receiving an education.   Poor edu-

cational quality today is due to the war--lack of access to 

computers, destruction of libraries, and shortage of text-

books.  The greatest challenge facing higher education is 

the need to provide adequate funding and to establish secu-

rity, peace, and stability.  Twenty public universities are 

registered and 9 private institutions are seeking accredita-

tion.  One, the American University of Afghanistan has 

been functional since 2006.  About 100,000 students are 

enrolled, many more of them women. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Baccaluria: awarded at completion of secondary school 

¶ Teachers College Certificate: awarded from teacher train-

ing colleges.  Primary and middle teacher diplomas are 

awarded after two years of post-secondary study and the 

upper secondary teacher diploma is awarded after four 

years.  

¶ Bachelorôs Degree: first university degree is awarded after 

four years. Bachelors of  Medicine requires seven years. 

Also known as leicanc or licence. 

¶ Masterôs Degree: awarded after six years.  Entrance exam 

is required.  Student must have obtained very high marks 

in bachelorôs study. 

¶ Doctor of Medicine: awarded after six year of post-

secondary education, and one year of internship. 

¶ Doctor of Philosophy: awarded after seven years 

(Bachelorôs+Masterôs+3 years). 

¶ Doctor of Philosophy: awarded after seven years 

(Bachelorôs+Masterôs+3 years). 

 

 

 

 

Key Universities  
American University of Afghanistan 

University of Kabul 

Ghazni University 

Balkh University 

Herat University 

Alberoni University 

 
Grading System   
Grade    Description       US Equivalent 

90-100     aôla  A   excellent 

80-89     óali  B   very good 

55-79      hub  C   good 

50-54   D  

0-49                  F  

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The Afghan school system will take years to reconstruct.  

Since 1975 the minimum required degree for admission 

to graduate studies is the bachelorôs degree  

 

 

Area: 652,000 sq. km. (252,000 sq. mi.) 

Population: 29.8 million                                       

Cities: Capital ï Kabul; Kandahar, Herat, Mazar-e-Sharif, Jalalabad, Konduz 

Languages of instruction: Persian, Pashto, or English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 6 

Literacy: 28.1% (female 12.6%, male 43.1%) 

Academic Year: March ï January 

 

AFGHANISTAN 
 

Middle East  
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 28,748 sq km (17,863 sq. mi.) 

Population: 3 million 

Cities: Capital ï Tirana; Durres, Shkodra, Vlora                                                                                       

Language of instruction: Albanian 

Education: Years compulsory ï 8 

Literacy: 98.7% (98.3% female, 99.2% male) 

Academic year: October ï June 

Tertiary enrollment: 15.1%  

 

 
System of Education  
A major economic and political crisis in Albania in 

1991 plunged the school system into chaos.  In the late 

1990s, many schools were rebuilt or reconstructed to 

improve learning conditions.  Most improvements have 

happened in the larger cities where classrooms are 

vastly overcrowded. The old communist propaganda 

has been taken out of the curricula and more emphasis 

placed on math, hard sciences and humanities.  Many 

schools still lack basic supplies for laboratory classes.  

Most schools are public and financed through the gov-

ernment, but recently several private schools have been 

opened.  Deftese Pjekurie is the high school diploma. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶  Bachelor degree (Bachelor) (3 years, 180 ECTS) 

¶  Master i Shkencave or Master i Arteve (Master of 

Science or Master of Arts): 2 years, 120 ECTS  

¶  Professional Master (Master profesional) (1,5 

years, 60-90 ECTS)  

¶ Doktor (PhD): Doctoral studies are based on scien-

tific research and independent activities, including 

60 ECTS of organized theoretical studies with a 

duration of at least 3 academic years. Students 

must pass an internationally recognized English 

test.  

¶  Specializimet afatgjata (Long term specialization 

degree ). Part of the third cycle. They are programs 

of professional qualification that offer advanced 

studies in fields such as medicine, dentistry, phar-

macy, engineering, law, veterinary studies, etc. 

They consist of at least 120 ECTS and have a dura-

tion of a minimum of 2 years. An internationally 

recognized English test is required for the award of 

a long term specialization degree.  

  

 

 
Key Universities  
University of Tirana 

University of New York Tirana 

University of Ismail Qemal Vlora 

Epoka University 

Polytechnic University of Tirana 

 
Grading System  
Transcript Grade                      US Equivalent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors              A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors          B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors          B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria         C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded      F 

F Failï considerable further work is required                     F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Since the Bologna Reforms, the three year Bachelorôs degree is 

the required document for admission to graduate studies. 

ALBANIA 
 

Southeastern Europe 

9-10     A 

7-8 B 

5-6 C 

0-4 F 
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 System of Education  
Basic education lasts for nine years divided into three 3-

year cycles.  English has been introduced alongside French 

as a foreign language to be taught beginning in the second  

cycle.  Higher education was first based on the French 

model, stressing autonomy of the university in administra-

tion and curricula.  The system proved to be unwieldy, 

resulting in duplication of academic offerings, complete 

loss of credits by students changing programs, and high 

attrition rates. Major reforms were introduced in 1988, and 

although the number of French instructors has declined, the 

universities still loosely resemble the French model and 

French remains widely used.  The system is currently un-

der reform, to be gradually replaced with a three-tier sys-

tem based on the new French model of bachelorôs, masters 

and doctoral degrees. 

 
Degree Significance  

¶ Baccalaureat: equivalent to a 4-year high school di-

ploma  

¶ Diplome de Technicien Superieur (Advanced Techni-

cian Diploma): requires high school diploma for ad-

mission; duration of 24, 30, or 36 months  

¶ Licence (Licenciate): four-year degree awarded in 

humanities and social sciences 

¶ Diplome dôEtudes Superieure (Higher Studies Di-

ploma): four-year degree awarded in sciences  

¶ Magister (Master): requires licence or diplome for 

admission; normally a two-year program. 

¶ Doctorat (Doctorate): requires at least three years of 

study beyond the masterôs degree 

 
 

 

 

 

Key Universities  
Abou Bekr Belkaid University, Tlemcen 

University of Science and Technology at Oran 

Mentouri Constantine University 

Houari Boumediene University Science & Technology  

 
Grading System   
Transcript grade              US Equivalent 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* May be considered passing if entire year is passed. 

 
Recommendations and Comments  
The 4-year licenciate or diploma of higher studies is 

required for admission to graduate study or the bache-

lorôs if new three-tier system has been used. 

Area: 2,381,740 sq. km. (919,595 sq. mi.) 

Population: 35 million 

Cities: Capital ïAlgiers; Oran, Constantine, Annaba 

Languages of instruction: Arabic, French 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 69.6% (female 60.1%, male 79.6%) 

Academic Year: September ð June 

Tertiary education: 15%  

ALGERIA 
 

Northern Africa  

15+ Tres bien A Very good 

13-14.9 Bien A- Good 

12-12.9 Assez bien B Quite good 

11-11.9 Passable B Satisfactory 

10-10.9 Moyen C Sufficient 

0-9.9 Insuffisant F Failed* 
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Area: 2.8 million sq. km (1.1 million sq. mi.) 

Population: 40.3 million 

Cities: Capital ï Buenos Aires; Cordoba, Rosario, Mar del Plata, Mendoza 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory-9 

Literacy: 97.2% (97.2% female, 97.2% male) 

Academic year: April ï December 

Tertiary education: 48% 

System of Education  
Higher education in Argentina is provided by public  

national, public provincial, and private universities.   

Universities are self-governing. The traditional degree is 

awarded after four to six years and implies an academic and 

professional qualification in a specific field of study.  Univer-

sity curricula for an undergraduate major are usually fixed with 

few elective subjects.  The approach to university teaching re-

mains traditional, with emphasis on learning from professorsô 

lectures.  Lack of technology and resources, and strong tradi-

tion, combine to keep the curriculum primarily technical. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bachillerato: degree awarded upon completion of secon-

dary school. 

¶ Auxiliar (Assistant): awarded after two to two and one-half 

years of postsecondary, non-university study. 

¶ Tecnico  (Technician): typically awarded after two to two 

and one-half years of study in a technical area. 

¶ Bachiller Universitario (University Bachelor): typically 

awarded after three years of study.  Holders of this degree 

are eligible to continue towards the next higher degree in 

the same field at the same university 

¶ Profesor en (Professor of): awarded after 3 to 4 ½ years of 

study.  Title includes area of specialization.  It is a highly 

specialized degree considered to be teaching certification. 

¶ Licenciado/a or licenciatura (professional title): equivalent 

to a U.S. bachelorôs degree.  It normally requires between 

four and six years to complete,  

       depending on the field. 

 

 

 

 

¶ Especialista en (Specialization in): practical and focused 

on a particular aspect of a field of study, usually one year in 

length after licenciado. 

¶ Magister, Maestria (Master): combines practical and aca-

demic study; usually requires a thesis and one to two years of 

study after licenciado. 

¶ Doctorado (Doctorate): the highest degree. Candidates 

must submit a thesis; no time limit is imposed.  Master not 

required for admission. 

  
Key Universities  
University of Buenos Aires 

National University of La Plata 

National University of Litoral 

National University of  Nordeste 

 

Grading System  
Although it varies slightly from university to university, the 

grading system generally follows the one to ten scale: 

 

Transcript Grade               Description    US Equivalent 

Sobresaliente 10 Excellent A 

Distinguido    8-9 Very Good A- 

Bueno   6-7 Good  B 

Aprobado                4-5 Passing        C 

Insuficiente                 0-3 Insufficient F 

Reprobado    Failing   

 
Recommendations and Comments  
The minimum required degree for admission to graduate  

studies is licenciado.  Bachillerato is a high school diploma. 

 

 

ARGENTINA 
 

Southern South America  
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ARMENIA 
 

Southwestern Asia  

Area: 29,800 sq. km. (11,500 sq. mi.) 

Population: 3 million 

Cities: Capital ïYerevan, Gyumri, Vanadzor 

Languages of instruction: Armenian, Russian 

Education: Years compulsory ï 7 

Literacy: 99.4% (female 99.2%, male 99.7%) 

Academic Year: September ï July 

Tertiary education: 20.2% 

 
System of Education  
In its first years of independence, Armenia made substan-

tial changes to the centralized and regimented Soviet sys-

tem of education.  Universities hired experts to design a 

curriculum that addressed the social and economic trends 

of the post-Cold War era.  Both quality and number of 

courses increased.  Armenian became the dominant lan-

guage of instruction with Russian widely taught as a sec-

ond language.   

 

Universities are struggling to adjust to the changes brought 

about by a market economy and are turning to alternative 

sources of funding.  There has also been a sharp increase in 

demand for higher education.  About 80% of high school 

students applying to university take private lessons to help 

them prepare for admissions exams.  Until recently, gradu-

ates from private institutions have not enjoyed the same 

status as those from state universities.  However, many 

private schools are now accredited, especially those spe-

cializing in business and law.  Armenia is striving to bring 

universities and faculties in line with western higher educa-

tion without blindly following European and American 

models.  

 
Degree Significance  

¶ Hasunutian Vkaiakan (Certificate of Maturity): a two-

year degree signifying completion of academic secon-

dary school; leads to postsecondary education 

¶ Diplom (Diploma) from an usumnaran (vocational 

secondary school): may lead to postsecondary educa-

tion 

 
 

 

¶ Bakalavri Kochum (Bachelorôs Degree): comple-

tion of four years of higher education.   

¶ Specialist Diploma: five years of study, six for 

medicine 

¶ Magistrosi Kochum (Masterôs Degree): requires 

the bachelorôs degree; one to two years concentrat-

ing in area of specialization 

¶ Gitutyunneri Teknatsu (Candidate of Science): 

requires specialist diploma or masterôs degree; 

three years of study focusing on research and re-

quiring defense of a dissertation 

¶ Gitutyunneri Doctor (Doctor of Science): requires 

the Gitutyunneri Teknatsu for admission.  Three 

years of study focusing on independent research 

and requiring defense of a dissertation 

 
Key Universities  
Yerevan State University 

State Engineering University of Armenia (Hayastani  

Petakan) 

Gavar State University 

American University of Armenia 
 
Grading System   
Transcript grade              US Equivalent 

 5             excellent             A 

 4             good                    B 

 3             satisfactory          C 

 1-2          failed                   F 

           

Recommendations and Comments  
Either the Bakalavri Kochum or the specialist diploma 

will meet the bachelorôs degree requirement for gradu-

ate studies in the U.S. 

 



 12 

 

Area: 7.7 million sq. km (3 million sq. mi.) 

Population: 21.8 million 

Cities: Capital ï Canberra; Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth 

Language of instruction: English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 11 

Literacy: 99% (99% female, 99% male) 

Academic year: February-November 

Tertiary education: 63.3% 

System of Education  
Higher education is study at a university, a college of 

advanced education (CAE) or a technical college (TAFE).  

Universities and CAEs provide the equivalent of a bache-

lorôs degree and beyond.  TAFEs provide specialized and 

technical further education.  Although entrance require-

ments vary, universities require fairly high Year Twelve 

exam scores.  The CAEs can be divided into five catego-

ries: institutes of technology, regional colleges, metro-

politan multipurpose colleges, teacherôs colleges, and 

other specialized colleges.  CAEs also require Year 

Twelve exams, but are more flexible than the universities 

regarding scores and prerequisites. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Certificate: awarded at completion of secondary 

school. 

¶  Diploma: three years of non-university post secon-

dary school study. 

¶ Ordinary or Pass Bachelorôs Degree: three years of 

university study 

¶ Honours Bachelorôs Degree: four years; five years in 

architecture, engineering, law, medical science, mu-

sic, town planning, and social work; six years in 

medicine; required for admission to masterôs degree 

programs. 

¶ Graduate Diploma: requires the diploma for entrance 

and is viewed as a second major, not as an advanced 

degree. 

¶ Masterôs Degree: one to two years of study beyond 

the graduate diploma or honours degree.  May be 

completed either by all coursework, by coursework 

and research or by research and thesis. 

¶ Doctor of Philosophy: requires two to three years of 

full -time research and thesis.  Admission is based on 

honours bachelorôs degree or masterôs degree. 

 

 

 

 

Key Universities  
Monash University 

University of Melbourne  

Australian National University 

University of New South Wales 

University of Sydney 

University of Queensland 

Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 

Queensland University of Technology 

Macquarie University 

 

Grading System  
There is a variety of grading systems used.  The most com-

mon for honours degrees: 

 

Transcript grade                                       US Equivalent 

High Distinction                     80-100  A 

Distinction        75-79  A/B+ 

Credit         70-74  B 

Pass         65-69  C 

Conceded/Terminating Pass    50-64  D 

Failure         Below 50  F 

 

Grade                                                               US Equivalent                                              

First Class Honours (I or HF)                                      A 

Second Class Honours/Div A                                      B 

   (Class II/A or 11i or HLI) 

Second Class Honours/Div B                                      B-/C+ 

   (Class II/B or Liii or HL) 

Third Class Honours                                                   C-/D 

 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The bachelorôs degree (honours) or a postgraduate diploma 

from a CAE is the minimum requirement for graduate study.   

Number of students who receive Aôs in US is three times 

those in Australia. 

 

 

 

 

  

AUSTRALIA 
 

South Pacific  
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 83, 870 sq. km. (32,377 sq. mi.) 

Population: 8.2 million 

Cities: Capital ï Vienna; Graz, Linz, Salzburg, Innsbruck 

Language of instruction: German 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 98% 

Academic Year: October ï  June 

Tertiary education:  57.7% 

 
System of Education  
In Austria, higher education is regulated by the Federal Minister 

of Science and Research and the Federal Minister for Education, 

Arts and Culture.   

The implementation of the European Credit Transfer System has 

been compulsory for bachelor/master studies since 1999.  In 

2002, the accreditation guidelines for bachelorôs, masterôs and 

diploma degree programs were completely revised.  Special at-

tention was given to the international comparability and recogni-

tion of awarded degrees. 

Some programs are still offered in line with the old degree struc-

ture, mainly diploma programs leading to the degree of magister 

or diplom-ingenieur 

 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bachelorôs degree: awarded for 180 ECTS usually 3 years. 

¶ Masterôs degree: awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS beyond the 

bachelorôs degree. 

¶ Doktor (Doctor or PhD): awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS be-

yond masterôs degree.   

 

Medicine and dentistry take 6 years to complete amd the degree 

obtained is called DR med.   

 
Key Universities 
University of Vienna (Wien) 

Vienna University of Technology 

University of Innsbruck 

University of Graz 

University of Linz 

University of Agricultural Sciences, Vienna 

University of Salzburg 

 
Old Grading System  
Transcript Grade         US Equivalent 

1  Sehr Gut (Very Good)     A 

2  Gut (Good)     A- 

3  Befriedigend (Satisfactory)  B 

4  Genugend (Sufficient)    C 

5  Nicht Genugend (Insufficient)  F 

 

ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors              A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors          B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors          B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria         C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded      F 

F Failï considerable further work is required                     F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
A three-year bachelorôs degree under the ECTS is acceptable 

for admission to graduate studies.  Documents may be issued 

in English 

  

AUSTRIA 
 

Western Europe 
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Area: 86,600 sq. km. (53,810 sq. mi.) 

Population: 8.4 million 

Cities: Capital ï Baku, Ganca, Sumgayit  
Language of instruction: Azerbaijani, Russian, English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 98.8% (female 98.2%, male 99.5%) 
Academic Year: September ï May 

Tertiary education: 22.3% 

AZERBAIJAN 
 

Southwestern Asia 

 
System of Education  
 During the Soviet period, the Azerbaijani education system 

was based on the standard model imposed by Moscow, 

which featured state control of all education institutions and 

heavy doses of Marxist-Leninist ideology at all levels. Since 

independence in 1991, the Azerbaijani system has undergone 

little structural change. In 1993 reforms in the educational 

system were instituted, the most important of which is the 

transition to a multi-level system of higher professional edu-

cation.  Because Azerbaijani culture has always included 

great respect for secular learning, the country traditionally 

has been an education center for the Muslim peoples of the 

former Soviet Union. For that reason and because of the role 

of the oil industry in Azerbaijan's economy, a relatively high 

percentage of Azerbaijanis have obtained some form of 

higher education, most notably in scientific and technical 

subjects.  

 Students must sit for a National Entrance Examination and 

hold the Certificate of General Education for admission to 

university. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bakalavr (Bachelor): degree awarded after four years 

during which students study Humanities and Natural 

Sciences as well as their chosen specialty. 

¶ Magistr (Master): degree awarded after 1½ to 2 years of 

study beyond a bachelorôs during which students ac-

quire in-depth knowledge and professional training in 

Humanities and the Natural  Sciences. 

¶ Doctor: PhD awarded after 2 to 3 years to the best 

graduates of the masterôs program 

 

 

 
Key Universities  
Khazar University 

Qafqaz University 

Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy 

Azerbaijan Medical University 

 
Grading System  
Transcript Grade         US Equivalent 

5 excellent                                                           A 

4 good                                                                  B 

3 pass                                                                   C 

2 unsatisfactory                                                    F 

1 totally unsatisfactory                                         F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Bakalavr degree is required for admission  to graduate 

studies. 
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Area: 665 sq. km. (274 sq. mi.) 

Population: .1.2 million 

Cities: Capital ïManama, Ar-Rifa, Al-Muharraq, 

Hammad 

Languages of instruction: Arabic, English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 86.5% (female 83.6%, male 88.6%) 

Academic Year: October ï August 

Tertiary education: 25.2% 

 

System of Education  
Established in 1932, the Bahrain public education system 

is the oldest in the Arabian Peninsula.  Since the 1970s, 

education has been one of the largest government expendi-

tures.  All education is financed by the state and was only 

recently made compulsory. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Tawjihiya: high school graduation certificate.    Secon-

dary education lasts for three years and offers students 

a choice of general, technical or commercial study. 

¶ Associate degree (from College of Health Sciences):  

three years of study beyond high school 

¶ Diploma (from College of Health Sciences): three        

semesters of study beyond the associate degree 

¶ Bachelorôs Degree: four years of study beyond high 

school 

¶ Certificate (in Arabic and Islamic Studies): one year 

of study beyond the Bachelorôs 

¶ Masterôs Degree (in Science Education): one year of 

study beyond the Bachelorôs 

¶ Doctor (in medicine): seven years of study beyond 

high school 

 
Key Universities  
 University of Bahrain 

 Arabian Gulf University 

Ahlia University 

Gulf University 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grading System   
Transcript grade              US Equivalent 

87-100 A 

84-86 B+ 

80-83 B 

77-79 B- 

74-76 C+ 

70-73 C 

67-69 C- 

60-66 D 

0-59 F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The Bachelorôs Degree in Bahrain is equivalent to the 

US bachelorôs degree.  One set of photocopies of all 

official documents are issued in English. 

BAHRAIN 
 

Middle East, Persian Gulf  
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Area: 144, 000 sq. km. (55, 813 sq. mi.) 

Population: 158.6 million 

Cities: Capital ï Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna 

Language of instruction: Bengali, English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 5 

Literacy: 47.9% (54% males; 41.4% females) 

Academic Year: September ï August 

Tertiary education: 6.6% 

System of Education  
As in India, education in Bangladesh is based upon the English 

system.  A studentôs performance is determined by adding 

points to a base of zero, instead of reducing points from a maxi-

mum of one hundred.  Often transcripts will have only a few 

grades because grading stress is placed on end-of-year exams.  

Degrees are awarded with a ranking.  Grading tends to be harsh, 

particularly in the science fields. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bachelorôs Degree (Pass): a two-year degree in the fields 

of arts, commerce, and social sciences awarded  by public 

universities. 

¶ Bachelorôs Degree (Honours): a three-year degree in the 

fields of arts, business, commerce, fine arts, law, pharmacy, 

science, and social science.  May also be a four-year degree 

if awarded at a private university. 

¶ Bachelor of Engineering and Bachelor of Technology: 

four-year degrees. 

¶ Masterôs Degree: one year of study for Honours graduates 

and two years of study for Pass graduates; one-and-a-half 

years in Engineering. 

¶ Doctor of Philosophy: two to three-year program  requiring 

a masterôs degree for admission. 

¶ Doctor of Literature and Doctor of Science: three-year pro-

grams requiring the Doctor of Philosophy for admission. 

 

Key Universities  
University of Dhaka 

American International University-Bangladesh 

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology 

National University 

Jahangirnagar University 

 

 

 

 
 

Grading System  
Mark sheets are provided for each year of study for all 

yearly examinations.  Grades are figured based on a maxi-

mum score and a minimum pass score, which can vary.  The 

actual score is given and then translated into a relative per-

centage.  For example a score of 120 out of a possible 200 

maximum score equals 60%.  (120/200).  Typically a score 

over sixty percent is considered ñExcellent.ò 

 

Transcript Grade                      US Equivalent 

60-100 A  

55-59                                                B+ 

50-54                                                B 

43-49                                                C+ 

35*-42                                              C 

0-34                                                  F 

* At selected institutions, a lower grade may be considered 

passing. 

 

Other Scale 

Transcript Grade                       US Equivalent 

60-100  (First Division)          A 

49-59.9  (2nd Division)          B/B+ 

30-49.9 (3rd Division)          C/C+ 

33-35 (Pass)                                               D 

 
Recommendations and Comments  
A four-year bachelorôs or a combined bachelorôs/masterôs 

degree is the minimum required degree to pursue graduate 

studies.  All original official documents and one complete 

set of photocopies are issued in English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BANGLADESH 
 

Southeast Asia 
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BELARUS 
 

Western Europe 

Area: 207,600 sq. km. (80,154 sq. mi.) 

Population: 9.6 million 

Cities: Capital ï Minsk; Homyel, Hrodna, Mahilyow, Vitsyebsk 

Language of instruction: Byelorussian, Russian 
Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 99.6% (female 99.4%, male 99.8%) 

Academic year: September ï July 

Tertiary education: 56 % 

System of Education  
 After seven decades as a republic of the USSR, Belarus 

attained its independence in 1991.  It has retained closer 

political and economic ties to Russia than any of the other 

former Soviet republics.  Higher education is provided by 

state and private accredited institutions.  Education in public 

institutions is free for students who pass the entrance com-

petition.  In private institutions, students pay all tuition and 

fees.  Higher education is under the supervision of the Min-

istry of Education, which is responsible for accreditation 

and licensing of higher education institutions and applying 

the state education standards. 

 

Degree Significance  
In Belarus, specialized vocational education is the sector of 

secondary education and not part of the higher education 

system. 

¶ Diplom o Vyshem Obrazovanii (Diploma of Higher 

Education):  awarded after four or five years. 

¶ Bakalavr (Bachelor): awarded simultaneously to hold-

ers of the Diploma of Higher Education who have    

obtained marks of 4 and 5.    

¶ Magistr (Master): Holders of the Bakalavr or those who 

have passed Bakalavr training course examinations may 

pursue the Magistr degree.  The course is comprised of 

one to two years of study and research  in the chosen 

specialty  followed by public presentation of a thesis.  

The degree specifies the specialty. 

¶ Kandidat Nauk (Candidate of Sciences): requires at 

least 3 years of postgraduate courses, special examina-

tions and the public defense of a thesis.  

¶ Doktor Nauk (Doctor of Sciences): Holders of Kandidat 

Nauk can receive this highest scientific degree by fol-

lowing the required research program and publicly de-

fending a thesis. 

It is possible to do doctorate research and sit for a scientific 

degree while not following postgraduate courses.  Higher 

education institutions support such persons and provide 

them with a supervisor. 

                                                                                                                         

Key Universities  
Belarus State University 

Yanka Kupala State University of Grodno 

Belarus State Economics University 

Polotsk State University 

Belarus National Technical University 

 
Grading System  
 Transcript Grade         US Equivalent 

5 excellent                                                            A 

4 good                                                                  B 

3 pass                                                                   C 

2 unsatisfactory                                                    F 

 

Other Scale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations and Comments  
The Bakalavr or Bachelorôs degree is the minimum re-

quired credential to be considered for graduate admission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

9-10 excellent                   A 

6-8 good                   B 

3-5 satisfactory                   C 
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 30,528 sq. km. (11, 799 sq. mi.) 

Population: 10.4 million 

Cities: Capital ï Brussels; Antwerp, Ghent, Charleroi, Liege, Bruges 

Language of instruction: Dutch, French, English 

Education: Years compulsory ï12 

Literacy: 99% (99% female, 99% male) 

Academic year: September ïJune/July 

Tertiary education: 57% 

System of Education  
Belgium is legally divided by its constitution into three cul-

tural-linguistic communities: French, Flemish, and German.  

Each community is responsible for education within its bor-

ders.  Higher education is organized into the Flemish com-

munity and the French community.  German speakers typi-

cally enroll in institutions in the French community or in 

Germany.  University level education is offered at 19 institu-

tions.  More than seventy percent of the university popula-

tion is enrolled in private institutions, all of which are finan-

cially supported by the state.  Approximately eleven percent 

of Belgian 18-year-olds  enter universities. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶  Bachelorôs degree: awarded for 180 ECTS, usually 3 

years. 

¶ Masterôs degree: awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS beyond 

the bachelorôs degree. 

¶ Doctor or PhD: awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS beyond 

masterôs degree.   

 

Key Universities  
Free University of Brussels (ULB French community) 

Catholic University of Leuven 

 University of Liege 

 University of Ghent 

Free University of Brussels ((VUB Flemish) 

University  of Antwerp 

 

 

Grading System  
Old Grading Scale 

16-20                                                                                   A 

15-15.99                                                                              A- 

14-14.99                                                                              B+ 

13.5-13.99                                                                           B 

13-13.49                                                                              B- 

12.5-12.99                                                                           C+ 

12-12.49                                                                              C 

11-11.99                                                                              C- 

10-10.99                                                                              D 

0-9.99                                                                                  F 

 

ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors                A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors     A-/B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors            B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria           C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded        F 

F Failï considerable further work is required                       F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Under the Bologna Process, a three-year bachelorôs degree is 

acceptable for admission to graduate studies.  Documents may 

be issued in English. 

 

 

 
 

BELGIUM 
 

Western Europe 
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Area: 22,966 sq. km. (8,867 sq. mi.) 

Population: 321,000 

Cities: Capital ï Belmopan, Belize City, San Ignacio, Orange Walk 

Language of instruction: English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 76.9% (female 77.1%, male 76.7%) 

Academic year: August ï  May 

Tertiary education: 3% 

 

System of Education  
Belize is the only predominantly English-speaking country 

in Central America.  The higher educational system is 

largely modeled after the U.S.  As a former British colony 

with stronger ties to the Caribbean region than to Central 

America, Belize participates in the Caribbean Common-

wealth Council (CXC) examinations. Education Ordinary 

Level examinations (O-level) are given upon completion of 

secondary school.  Results are often used as admissions 

criteria for post-secondary programs.  General Certificate 

of Education Advanced Level Examination (A-level) is 

given upon completion of first two years of post-secondary 

studies.  Equivalent to the U.S. associate degree, these two-

year programs are known as ñsixth formò or junior college. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Associate Degree: a two-year post-secondary program 

¶ Bachelorôs Degree: requires one, two or three years of 

university study in the field in which the Associate 

Degree is awarded.   

¶ Masterôs Degree:  three or four semesters of post 

graduate work 

 
Key Universities  

University of Belize 

University of the West Indies 

Galen University 

American University of the Caribbean 

 

 

 

Grading System  
Transcript Grade  US Equivalent 

A   95-100  A 

A-                                       90-94    A- 

B+                                       85-89   B+ 

B                                         80-84    B 

B-                                        75-79    B- 

C+                                       70-74    C+ 

C                                         65-69    C 

C-                                        60-64    C- 

D+                                       55-59    D+ 

D                                          50-54   D 

F                                           0-49     F 

 

Other Scale 

Grade       Description                                 US Equivalent 

70-100      First Class Honours                    A 

60-69        Upper Second Class Honours    B+ 

50-59         Lower Second Class Honours   B 

40-49         Pass                                            C 

0-39           Fail                                             F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The minimum required degree for admission to graduate 

studies is the bachelorôs degree.   

 

 

BELIZE  
 

Central America 
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Area: 1.1 million sq. km. (425,000 sq. mi.) 

Population: 10.1 million 

Cities: Capitals ï La Paz (seat of government), Sucre (constitutional);                

Santa Cruz, Cochabamba, El Alto 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory ï 8 

Literacy: 86.7% (female 80.7%, male 93.1%) 

Academic year: March ï December 

Tertiary education: 35.7% 

 
System of Education  
Chronic political instability has hindered the development of 

general education throughout Boliviaôs history.  Higher edu-

cation in Bolivia is offered through universities, technical 

institutions, and teacher-training colleges.  Universities may 

be  public, state or private. Entrance to higher education 

requires successful completion of the tecnico, or the ba-

chiller en humanidades, representing twelve years of pri-

mary and secondary education. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Tecnico Superior (Advanced-Level Technician): 

awarded after three or four years of post secondary 

school specialized study. 

¶ Titulo de Maestra Normal (Title of Normal Teacher): 

awarded after three years of study and student teaching 

for teachers of primary school and four years for teach-

ers of secondary school. 

¶  Licenciado (Licentiate): awarded in different fields 

with variable years of study: four years in accounting, 

biological sciences, education, and humanities; four and 

one-half years in dentistry, nursing, physics, psychol-

ogy, and sociology; five years in business administra-

tion, computer science, economics, engineering, geogra-

phy, law, mathematics; and six years in medicine and 

veterinary medicine. 

¶ Maestria (Master): awarded after two additional years 

of study beyond the four-year licenciado. 

¶ Doctorado (Doctor): awarded after a period of study 

and research, and defense of a thesis     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Key Universities  
Catholic University Boliviana  

University of San Simon 

University of San Andres 

Autonomous University Gabriel Rene Moreno 

Private University of Valle 

Autonomous University of Juan Misael Saracho 

 

Grading System  
Grade                    Description         US Equivalent 

90-100   Sobresaliente A Excellent 

77-89   Distinguido A- Distinguished 

64-76   Bueno  B Good 

51-63   Suficiente C Sufficient 

0-50   Reprobado F Failure  

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The licenciado is the minimum requirement for considera-

tion for graduate admission.  Tecnico programs lasting 

four years are not sufficient for graduate admission. 

 

 

 

BOLIVIA  
Central South America  
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Area: 8,514,877 sq. km. (3,287,612 sq. mi.) 

Population: 203.4 million 

Cities: Capital ï Brasilia; Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte, Salvador 

Language of instruction: Portuguese 

Education: Years compulsory ï 8 

Literacy: 88.6% (female 88.8%, male 88.4%) 

Academic year: March ï December         

Tertiary education: 16.5%                                                                

 
System of Education  
Higher education is provided in federal, state, municipal, and private 

universities.  Public universities are better funded than private and they 

do not charge tuition.  They are, therefore, more highly regarded by 

students and the public.  There are a few private universities with con-

siderable support and historical tradition that are considered equally 

prestigious.  Another level of Brazilian higher education is the federa-

tion.  Federations are associations of independent institutions that offer 

more varied, better integrated courses and greater administrative effi-

ciency.  They offer fewer degree programs than universities and enjoy 

less prestige.  Students must take entrance exams to be admitted to in-

stitutes of higher education.  Undergraduate education is divided into 

two sections: basic cycle and professional cycle.  These cycles are 

roughly equivalent to general education (basic cycle) and electives to-

ward the major (professional cycle). 

 

Degree Significance  
Undergraduate programs lead to bacharel, licenciado or titulo.  The 

licenciado is offered in fields related to education and teaching.  Titulo 

is a professional title awarded in such fields as engineering. 

¶ Bacharel: considered the more prestigious of the undergraduate 

degrees.  Normal time to complete these degrees is four to five 

years. 

¶ Mestre: completed approximately two to four years after the under-

graduate degree, comparable to a U.S. masterôs degree. 

¶ Doutor: completed in four to six years, may be comparable to a 

U.S. doctoral degree. 

 

Key Universities  
Campinas State University 

University of Sao Paolo 

University of Brasilia 

Federal University of Minas Geiras  

Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro 

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 

 

 

 
Grading System  
Grading systems vary.  See transcript for scale used.  

The following scales are widely used. 

Grade     Description                             US Equivalent 

9-10 Excelente/Excellent                 A 

7-8.9 Bom/Good                               B 

5-6.9 Regular/Average                      C 

3-4.9 Insuficiente/Below Average    D 

0-2.9 Deficiente/Fail                         F 

 

E Excelente                     A  

B Muito Bom                     B  

C Regular                                    C                              

I             Insuficiente                              D 

M           Mau                                          F           

S             Sem rendimento                    Without results 

 

S.S.        Superior superior                     A 

M.S. Media superior                     B 

M.M. Media media                     C 

M.I. Media inferior                     D 

I.I. Inferior inferior                        F 

 

86-100                     A 

66-85                     B   

50-65                                                     C 

 
Recommendations and Comments  
The bacharel, licenciado or titulo, requiring 4 or 

more years of study, is the minimum required degree 

to pursue graduate study.   

 

BRAZIL 
 

Eastern South America 
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 110,910 sq. km. (44,365 sq. mi.) 

Population: 7.1 million 

Cities: Capital ï Sofia; Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas, Ruse 

Language of instruction: Bulgarian 

Education: Years compulsory ï 8 

Literacy: 98.2% (female 97.7%, male 98.7%) 

Academic year: September ï June 

Tertiary education: 40.8% 

System of Education  
The Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria regulates the 

legal basis for the organization of the educational system.   

The Higher Education Act of 1995 provides for the estab-

lishment of higher education and regulates doctoral studies.  

The Bulgarian government is trying to meet the challenges 

of a transition period and is seeking to enhance education 

and training quality by legislating changes on a long-term 

basis. Entrance to higher education in Bulgaria is based on 

the secondary school leaving certificate and results of a 

competitive entrance exam known as konkursen izpit. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Spcialist: graduates receive a diploma of higher educa-

tion after a three-year course. 

¶ Bakalavr (Bachelor): awarded upon completion of four 

of study.; state examination or defense of thesis.  

¶  Magistr (Master): awarded one year after obtaining the 

bachelorôs degree.  Students must usually complete a 

thesis and pass a state examination.  

¶ Postgraduate certificate: Bachelorôs or Masterôs degree 

required; defense of a short thesis.  

¶ Doktor (Doctor): obtained on the basis of individual 

research and after the public defense of a thesis; written 

and oral entry examinations required.   

 

 

 

 

 
Key Universities  
Cyril and Methodius University 

Institute of National Economics 

Higher Institute of Chemical Technology 

University of Plovdiv 

Higher Institute of Medicine, Sofia 

University of Sofia 

 
Grading System  
Grade    Description US Equivalent 

6 Otlichen  Excellent A 

5 Mnogo dobur Very Good A- 

4 Dobur  Good  B 

3 Sreden  Satisfactory C 

2 Slab  Fail  F 

 

ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors                A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors     A-/B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors            B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria           C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded        F 

F Failï considerable further work is required                       F 

 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The bakalavr is the minimum requirement for consideration 

for graduate admission.  Prior to 1995, a five-year  

diplom was required.  A three-year degree under Bologna re-

visions is sufficient to pursue graduate study. 

 

 

 

 

 

BULGARIA 
 

Southeast Europe 
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Area: 475,442 sq. km. (183,569 sq. mi.) 

Population: 19.7 million 

Cities: Capital ï Yaounde; Douala 

Languages of instruction: English, French 

Education: Years compulsory ï 6 

Literacy: 67.9% (59.8% female, 77% male) 

Academic year: September ï June 

Tertiary education: 7% 

System of Education  
The education system of Cameroon is unique.  Because of 

both French and British influences, Cameroon has a dual 

education system.  Four-fifths of the country follows the 

French system, while one-fifth follows the British system.  

Each system has its own structure and schools and grants 

its own degrees.  Access to higher education is open to 

holders of one of the secondary school leaving certificates: 

the General Certificate of Education (British schools) or 

the Baccalaureat (French schools). 

 
Degree Significance  
Higher education is composed of several stages, with cer-

tificates or degrees awarded after each stage.  The degrees 

listed below are the minimum required degrees necessary 

for graduate admission consideration.  Following each de-

gree is the number of years spent at each stage.  

¶ Diplome dôEtudes Superieures (Diploma of Advanced 

Studies): 2+1+1 

¶ Diplome dôIngenieur Agronomes (Diploma of Agron-

omy Engineering): 2+2 

¶ Certificat dôAptitude au Professorat delôEngseigne-

ment Secondair/CAPES (Certificate of Teacher of  

Secondary Education): 2+2 or 2+1+1 

¶ Diplome dôAdministration des Entreprise (Diploma of 

Business Administration): 2+1+1 

¶ Certificat dôAptitude au Professorat de lôEnseigne-

ment Technique/CAPET (Certificate of Teacher of 

Secondary Education): 2+1+1 

¶ Diplome dôIngenieur de Conception (Diploma of    

Design Engineer): 2+3 

¶ Diplome de lôInstitut des Relations Internationales de 

Cameroun/Diplome dôIRIC (Diploma of the Institute 

of International Relations of Cameroon): 2+1+2 

¶ Maitrise (Master): 2+1+2 or 3+2 

¶ Doctorat en Medecine (Doctor of Medicine): 6 

 

Key Universities  
University of Buea 

University of Douala 

University  of Dschang 

University of Ngaoundere 

University of Yaounde 

 
Grading System  
Transcript grade              US Equivalent 

16-20                 A   

14-15.9    A-   

12-13.9                 B+   

11-11.9                 B   

10.5-10.9                            B- 

10.1-10.4                            C+    

10                                     C 

9-9.9                                   C- 

8-8.9                                   D 

0-7.9                                   F                  

 
Recommendations and Comments  
In the French system, a degree requiring a minimum of four 

years of higher level study in any combination is required 

for graduate admission consideration.  In the British system, 

a 3-year degree is sufficient.  Documents may be issued in 

English. 

 

 

CAMEROON 
 

Central Africa  
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Area: 9,970,610 sq. km. (3,849,670 sq.mi.) 

Population: 34 million 

Cities: Capital ï Ottawa; Montreal, Toronto, Calgary, Vancouver 

Languages of instruction: English, French 

Education: Years compulsory ï  9 to 13, depending on the province 

Literacy rate: 99% (99% female, 99% male) 

Academic year: September ï June in most areas 

Tertiary education: 60% 

System of Education  
The 92 institutions of higher learning in Canada are di-

verse, varying in size and programs.  The provinces and 

territories are responsible for all levels of education in-

cluding universities.  There is no federal ministry of edu-

cation or formal accreditation system.  Instead, member-

ship in the Association of Universities and Colleges of 

Canada is required for accreditation.  Canadian universi-

ties receive a good deal of public funds so their programs 

are uniform in quality, but each university has its own 

emphasis.  Canada has English and French language 

institutions with some universities offering instruction in 

both languages. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Diploma or Associateôs Degree: awarded upon com-

pletion of a two- or three-year program at a college 

or community college. 

¶ Bachelorôs Degree (General, Three-Year, Ordinary 

or Pass): an additional year of study referred to as a 

ñqualifying yearò is required for admission to gradu-

ate studies.  (Manitoba, Ontario, Saskatchawan) 

¶ Bachelorôs Degree (Honours, 4-Year, Advanced): 

involves a higher level of concentration and 

achievement within the honors subject.  Generally 

considered a prerequisite for graduate admission. 

¶ Masterôs Degree: requires at least one year of full-

time studies usually including a thesis. 

¶ Doctorate Degree: requires a minimum of three 

years of full-time study and the defense of a disser-

tation.  A masterôs degree is generally required for 

admission.   

 

   

 

 

Key Universities  
University of Alberta 

University of British Columbia 

University of Calgary 

Concordia University 

University of Guelph 

McGill University 

McMaster University 

University of Manitoba 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 

University of Quebec at Montreal 

Simon Fraser University 

University of Toronto 

University of Waterloo 

York University 

 
Grading System  
There is no standard system of grading used by all uni-

versities.  Most use some variant of an alphabetical (A-

F) or numerical (0-100) grading scale.  The grading 

system is usually described on the back of the transcript 

or on a supplementary sheet that accompanies the tran-

script.  Course catalogs or the registrarôs office of the 

institution can provide information regarding grading 

practices.  Recently the universities and colleges in 

Alberta adopted a letter grading system with a four-

point scale equivalent to that commonly used in the 

U.S. 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
A four-year (honours) bachelorôs degree is required for 

admission to graduate study.  Check transcript for grad-

ing scale. 

 

CANADA 
 

Northern North America  
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Area: 1,284,000 sq. km. (495,752 sq. mi.) 

Population: 10.8 million 

Cities: Capital ï NôDjamena 

Languages of instruction:  French 

Education: Years compulsory  ï 6 

Literacy: 25.7% (female 12.8%, male 40.8%) 

Academic year: October ï  June 

Tertiary education: . 9% 

System of Education  
The education system of Chad is based on the French 

education system.  Higher education is offered at the only 

university in the country, the University of NôDjamena 

(former University of Chad).  Higher education is open to 

holders of the baccalaureat, the secondary school leaving 

certificate.  There are a number of post-secondary profes-

sional training institutions.  These training institutions 

award degrees equivalent to the first university cycle.  

Most institutions impose a selective entrance exam. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Baccalaureat (Baccalaureate):  secondary school   

leaving certificate 

¶ Diplome Universitaire (University Diploma): first   

cycle university degree awarded after two years of 

study. 

¶ Certificat dôAptitude Pedagogique pour Colleges 

dôEnseignement Generales/CAPCEG (Certificate of 

Pedagogic Aptitude for Lower Secondary Schools): a 

two-year course entitling holders to teach at the lower 

secondary cycle. 

¶ Licence (License): second-cycle degree awarded af-

ter an additional year beyond the diplome. 

¶ Diplome dôIngenieur (Diploma of Engineer): an addi-

tional year beyond the diplome. 

¶ Maitrise (Master): awarded after one or two years of 

study beyond the licence.   

¶ Doctorate in Medicine:  awarded after seven years of 

study 

 

 

 

  

 

Key Universities  
University of NôDjamena 

Institut superieur Sciences de lôEducation         

 
Grading System  
Grade                       US Equivalent 

16-20                 A   

14-15.9    A-   

12-13.9                 B+   

11-11.9                 B   

10.5-10.9                            B- 

10.1-10.4                            C+    

10                                     C 

9-9.9                                   C- 

8-8.9                                   D 

0-7.9                                   F                  

 
Recommendations and Comments  
The maitrise is the minimum requirement to be consid-

ered for graduate admission. 

 

CHAD 
 

Central Africa  
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Area: 756,945 sq. km. (302,778 sq. mi.) 

Population: 16.9 million 

Cities: Capital ï Santiago; Concepcion-Talcahuano, Vina del Mar-Valpariso, Antofagasta 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory ï 12 

Literacy: 95.7% (female 95.6%, male 95.8%) 

Academic year: March ï December 

Tertiary education: 37.5% 

System of Education  
Higher education in Chile is provided through univer-

sities and professional institutes.  Holders of the licen-

cia de education media, the secondary school leaving 

certificate, are eligible to sit for the national university 

entrance examination, the prueba de aptitud aca-

demica.  Higher education is not free.  Students with 

limited resources may have access to a system of uni-

versity fiscal credit, which is allocated to universities 

according to the number of disadvantaged students 

enrolled.  The newer private universities and institutes 

are not entitled to this. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bachiller (Bachelor): awarded after two to three 

years of general studies. 

¶ Licenciatura/Licenciado (Licentiate): awarded 

after four to five years of study in a university.  

The licenciatura in engineering is awarded after 

six years.  The licenciatura in medicine is 

awarded after seven years. 

¶ Titulo Profesional (Professional Title): six to 

eight semesters in a professional institute or uni-

versity. 

¶ Magister: awarded after two years of study be-

yond the licenciatura or Titulo Profesional. 

¶ Doctorado ( Doctor): takes between three and five 

years beyond the magister.  Candidates must sub-

mit a thesis. 

 

Key Universities  
Catholic University of the North 

Catholic University of Valparaiso 

Federico Santa Maria Technical University 

University of Chile 

University of the Frontier (Frontera) 

University of Santiago de Chile 

 

Grading System  
Grade     Description                       US Equivalent 

6.0-7   Muy Bien /Very Good A 

5.0-5.9  Bueno/Good  B 

4.0-4.9  Suficiente/Satisfactory C 

0.0-3.9  Insuficiente/Fail  F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Applicants presenting transcripts that represent the com-

pletion of at least four years of post-secondary study and 

the corresponding degree may be considered for graduate 

admission.  Egresado indicates that all course work is 

complete and the thesis is still pending.   

 

 

CHILE 
 

Southern South America 
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Area: 9,596,960 sq. km. (3.7 million sq. mi.) 

Population: 1.3 billion 

Cities: Capital ï Beijing; Shanghai, Tianjin, Canton, Wuhan 

Language of instruction: Chinese 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 91.6% (female 87.6%, male 95.7%) 

Academic year: September ï July 

Tertiary education: 7.5% 

 
System of Education  
As of 1977, admission to university level education in China has 

been based on a national competitive entrance examination.  Ad-

mission into graduate education is based on institutional and de-

partmental examinations.  Higher education, including room and 

board, is free of charge for the majority of Chinese students.  

Admission is fairly competitive (approximately 600,000 open-

ings per year for over two million applicants), but grading on the 

graduate and undergraduate level tends to be inflated.  Students 

who complete a degree, however, represent the very best of a 

large pool of students. 

 

Degree Significance  
The degrees granted by Chinese universities are very similar to 

those granted in the U.S. 

¶ Graduation Certificate (Zhuanke):  awarded by postsecond-

ary institutions upon completion of two to four years of 

study and a thesis. 

¶ Bachelorôs Degree (Benke): the primary higher education 

degree awarded.  Normally earned after four to five years of 

university level coursework. 

¶ Masterôs Degree: normally takes three years to complete and 

requires a thesis. 

¶ Doctor of Medicine: six to eight years beyond the Bachelorôs 

degree. 

¶ Doctoral Degree: the highest degree awarded, usually re-

quiring three years of course work beyond the masterôs, as 

well as an oral examination and a dissertation. 

 

 

 
Key Universities  
Beijing University            Shanghai University                 

Beijing Medical University           Sichuan University  

Fudan University             Tianjin University  

Fuzhou University             Tsinghua University  

Jilin University              University of Science & 

Lanzhou University      Technology of China   

Nankai University              Wuhan University  

Nanjing University             Zhejiang University  

Shandong University                      Zhongshan University 

 
Grading System  
Grading scale may vary.  Refer to grading scale on transcript. 

The two most common scales: 

 

Grade       US Equivalent 

90-100       A 

80-89         B 

70-79         C 

60-69         D 

0-59           F 

 

Grade    US Equivalent     Grade             US Equivalent 

90-100      A                   67-69.9           C+ 

85-89.9       A-                       65-66.9            C  

80-84.9      B+                       62-64.9           C-  

75-79.9      B                         60-61.9            D 

70-74.9       B-                        Below 60         F 

Pass/fail grades may be given for non-core courses or for 

graduation theses. 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The bachelorôs degree is considered the minimum degree 

required to pursue graduate studies.  Failing grades are rare 

and grades tend to be inflated.  GRE scores, letters of recom-

mendation, and the university attended tend to be more sig-

nificant indicators of academic performance than are grades.  

It is possible to graduate without earning a degree; student 

must supply diploma as well as graduation certificate. 

CHINA 
 

East Asia  
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Area: 1.2 million sq. km. (440,000 sq. mi.)   

Population: 44.7 million 

Cities: Capitol ï Santa Fe de Bogota; Medellin, Cali, Barranquilla, Caragena 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory ï 10 

Literacy: 90.4% (female 90.7%, male 90.1%) 

Academic year: February ï November or SeptemberïJune 

Tertiary education: 23.2% 

 

System of Education  
Colombia has a long history of established traditional 

universities dating back to 1573.  Overall, higher edu-

cation in Colombia has been modeled on the traditional 

style universities from Europe.  However, since about 

1970 higher education has rapidly expanded to allow 

broader access to all levels of society, including many 

schools geared toward technology and practical train-

ing.  Admission to higher education requires the      

bachillerato (high school diploma) and the passing of a 

state examination. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Titulo de Tecnico (Title of Technician): two years 

of technical study 

¶ Tituloe do Tecnologo (Title of Technologist): typi-

cally three years of study 

¶ Normalista (Teaching Credential): training for 

primary school teachers is at the secondary level. 

¶ Licenciado (Licentiate): four or five years of 

study. 

¶ Titulo Profesional (Professional Qualification): 

four or five years of study.  Thesis sometimes re-

quired.   

¶ Magister/Maestria (Master): usually two years of 

research with thesis after Licenciado.  Entrance 

exam usually required. 

¶ Especialista (Specialist):  one to four years of 

study beyond the Licentiate in a practical or ap-

plied field.  Entrance exam usually required. 

¶ Doctor: usually four years of research and disser-

tation after the masterôs degree. 

 

 

 

Key Universities  
Pontifica Universidad Javeriana 

Universidad de Cartagena 

Universidad Nacional de Colombia 

Universidad del Atlantico 

Universidad del Valle 

Universidad de los Andes 

Fundacion Universidad del Norte 

 

Grading System  
Grade    Description               US Equivalent 

4.6-5.00    extremely high  A 

4.0-4.59    excellent                          A- 

3.5-3.99    good                   B 

3.0-3.49    sufficient             C 

0.0-2.9      failure               F 

 

3.5 is the minimum passing grade for most graduate pro-

grams.  Failures are rarely averaged into the cumulative 

and are sometimes not indicated on the transcript.  Class 

rankings are not made public except of those students 

whose rankings are among the highest 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
A four-year licenciado or titulo profesional is the mini-

mum degree required to pursue graduate studies.   

 

 

 

  

COLOMBIA 
 

Northern South America  
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Area: 342,000 sq.km (132,046 sq.mi.) 

Population: 4.2 million 

Cities: Capital ï Brazzaville 

Language of instruction: French 

Education: Years compulsory ï 6 

Literacy: 83.8% (female 78.4%, male 89.6%) 

Academic year: October ï June 

 
System of Education  
Congoôs education system is based on the French edu-

cation system.  Higher education is offered through  

vocational education programs.  The Universite Marien 

Ngouabi is the only university in the Congo.  Higher 

education is open to holders of the secondary school 

leaving certificate, the baccalaureat.  There is a com-

petitive entrance exam required for entrance to the   

university. 

 

Degree Significance  
Higher education in Congo is multi-stage, leading to 

degrees or certificates after the completion of each 

stage: 

¶ Certificat Dôaptitude au Professorat dans les    

Colleges Dôenseignement General (CAP-CEG): 

first cycle teacher training certificate awarded after 

two years. 

¶ Certificat Dôaptitude au Professorat de Lo-

Enseignement Secondaire (CAPES): qualifies 

holder to teach secondary school. 

¶ Certificat dôaptitude au Professorat de Lôenseigne-

ment Lycee (CAPEL) and Professeur de Lycee: 

qualifies holder to teach at the college level. 

 

The first stage of university study lasts two years and 

leads to one of the following diplomas: 

¶ Diplome Universitaire Dôetudes Litteraires 

(DUEL): awarded in letters and human sciences. 

¶ Diplome Universitaire Dôetudes Scientifiques 

(DUES): awarded in sciences. 

¶ Diplome Universitaire Dôetudes Economiques 

Generales (DUEEG): awarded in economics. 

¶ Certificat de Capacite en Droit: law certificate 

awarded after two years to students who do not 

possess a baccalaureat. 

. 

 

 

¶ Licence: awarded after an additional year of study 

beyond the diplome. 

¶ Diplome Dôetudes Superieures (DES): awarded after 

two years of study beyond the licence.  This degree 

has taken the place of the maitrise. 

¶ Diplome Dôingenieu:  science degree program last-

ing five years. 

¶ Doctorat de Troisieme Cycle: awarded after five 

years of study beyond the DES. 

 
Key Universities  
Universite Marien Ngouabi 

 
Grading System  
Grade                       US Equivalent 

16-20                 A   

14-15.9    A-   

12-13.9                 B+   

11-11.9                 B   

10.5-10.9                            B- 

10.1-10.4                            C+    

10                                     C 

9-9.9                                   C- 

8-8.9                                   D 

0-7.9                                   F                  

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The maitrise, diplome dôingenieur, or the diplome 

dôetudes superieures are acceptable degrees to be consid-

ered for graduate admissions.   

 

  

CONGO REPUBLIC 
(Brazzaville)  

 

Central Africa 
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Area: 51,032 sq. km. (19,652 sq. mi.)  

Population: 4.6 million 

Cities: Capital ï San Jose; Alajuela, Puntarenas, Limon, Cartago 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory ï 10 

Literacy: 94.9% (female 95.1%, male 94.7%) 

Academic year: March ï November 

Tertiary education: 16% 

System of Education  
Education in Costa Rica has become an important center 

of debate and political struggle.  While education once 

held a privileged position in Costa Rica, dramatic de-

creases in the education budget, lack of political support, 

and economic limitations in the face of increased crime 

have led to neglect of the education sector. Satisfactory 

completion of secondary school leads to the Bachillerato, 

which gives access to higher education, but most universi-

ties impose an entrance examination. Post secondary tech-

nical education leads to the title of Técnico en el Nivel 

Medio or Bachiller en la Enseñanza Media. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Diplomado (Diplomate): two- to three-year program 

beyond secondary school.  Holders of this diploma do 

not have professional status.   

¶ Profesorado (Teacher): three-year program designed 

to train pre-school and primary school teachers. 

¶ Bachiller Universitario (University Bachelor): a four-

year program, the first university degree awarded.  

Holders of this diploma may be considered for ad-

mission directly into masterôs level courses in the 

same field. 

¶ Licenciatur/licenciad (Licentiate): represents one 

year of study beyond the bachiller program or five 

years after secondary school.  

¶ Especializacion/especialidad professional 

(Specialized practical training in a professional field): 

represents postgraduate degrees offered in medicine 

and law. 

¶ Maestria (Master): two years of study beyond the 

bachiller.  A thesis is required. 

¶ Doctorado Academico (Academic Doctor): post-

graduate degree requiring a minimum of 3 ½ years 

beyond the bachiller and a thesis or graduation  pro-

ject. 

 

 

Key Universities  
University of Costa Rica 

Open University 

Escuela Normal Superior 

Instituto Tecnologico de Costa Rica/ITCR 

Universidad Nacional/UNA 

Universidad Autonoma de Costa Rica/UACA 

Universidad par la Paz (run by United Nations) 

 
Grading System  
Grade               Percentage           US Equivalent 

9-10  90-100  A 

8  80-89  B 

7  70-79  C 

0-6  0-69  F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Applicants who have received the bachiller universitario or 

the licenciado may be considered for graduate admission. 

 

 

COSTA RICA 
 

Central America  
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Area: 322,460 sq. km. (124,500 sq. mi.) 

Population: 21.5 million 

Cities: Capital ïYamoussoukro, Abidjan, Bouake 

Languages of instruction: French 

Education: Years compulsory ï  10 

Literacy: 48.7% (female 38.6%, male 60.8%) 

Academic Year: October ï June 

Tertiary education: 7% 

 
System of Education  
The Ivoirian education system is adapted from the French  

system and was introduced at the end of the 19th century to 

train clerks and interpreters to help administer the colony.  

Education assumed greater importance in the 1950ôs as inde-

pendence approached.  Since the 1980s, education has been  

an important national priority. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Baccalaureat (Baccalaureate): equivalent to a 4-year high 

school diploma 

¶ Certificat dôAptitude (Certificate of Aptitude):  two-year 

degree for teaching profession 

¶ Diplome Universitaire (University Diploma): three years 

of study beyond high school 

¶ Licence (License): one year of study beyond Diplome 

¶ Maitrise (Master): one year of study beyond Licence 

¶ Diplome dôEtudes Superieures (Diploma of Higher   

Studies): two years of study beyond the master 

¶ Doctorat (Doctor): usually 4 years of study beyond the 

Licence and submission of a thesis 

 
Key Universities  
University of Abobo-Adjame 

University of Bouake 

University of Cocody 

National Polytechnic Institute Felix Houphouet-Boigny 

 

 

 

 

 
Grading System   
Grade                       US Equivalent 

16-20                 A   

14-15.9    A-   

12-13.9                 B+   

11-11.9                 B   

10.5-10.9                            B- 

10.1-10.4                            C+    

10                                     C 

9-9.9                                   C- 

8-8.9                                   D 

0-7.9                                   F                  

. 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The Licence should be considered the minimum 

required degree for graduate study.   

 

C¹TE DôIVOIRE 
 

 
Western Africa  
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 56,538 sq. km. (21, 829 sq. mi.) 

Population: 4.5 million 

Cities: Capital ï Zagreb; Sisak, Zador, Ploce 

Language of instruction: Croatian 

Education: Years compulsory ï 8 

Literacy: 98.1% (female 97.1%, male 99.3%) 

 

System of Education  
Prior to 1991 when Croatia became an independent 

state, all education was state-run.  This is still the case 

for the majority of institutions, but some private schools 

have been established with government approval.  

Higher education is divided into university and non-

university sectors.  University studies qualify students 

for high level professional or artistic work and prepare 

them to continue in scientific work.  Professional studies 

qualify students for high level professional work.  Poly-

technic graduates are not allowed to continue their stud-

ies at university. 

 

The Maturalna svjedodzba is the name of the required 

secondary school credential.  Students must pass an en-

trance examination to enter university.   

 
Degree Significance  

¶ Diploma: awarded after four years of study.       

With the Bologna process, it was transformed into a 

baccalaureus and programs shortened to three 

years. 

¶ Magistar: Now a masterôs degree, achieved after 

two additional years of study.  Students must submit 

and defend a thesis. 

¶ Doktorat: degree remains and can be received after 

3 more years.  Requires defense of a doctoral thesis. 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Universities  
Universty of Osijek 

University of Rijeka 

University of Split 

University Zagreb  
University of Zadar 

 
Old Grading System  
Grade     Description  US Equivalent 

5 Odlican (Excellent)  A 

4 Vrlo Dobar (Very Good)  A- 

3 Dobar (Good)   B 

2 Dovoljan (Satisfactory)  C 

1 Nedovoljan (Unsatisfactory) F 

 
ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors                A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors     A-/B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors            B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria           C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded        F 

F Failï considerable further work is required                       F 

 

 
Recommendations and Comments  
The diploma is required for graduate study under the old sys-

tem. With the Bologna Reforms, the three-year bachelorôs de-

gree is the qualification for graduate study.  

CROATIA 
 

Southeastern Europe  
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Area: 110,860 sq. km. (44,200 sq.mi.) 

Population: 11.1 million 

Cities: Capital ï Havana; Santiago de Cuba, Camaguey, Holguin, 

             Guantanamo, Santa Clara                               

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 99.8% (female 99.8%, male 99.8%) 

Academic year: September ï July 

Tertiary education: 24.2% 

System of Education  
Higher education in Cuba is offered through four   

universities. All institutions of higher education are 

public and have the same status.  Access to university 

study is open to holders of the bachillerato or the   

certificado de fin estudios secundarios, secondary 

school leaving certificates.  The length of time for 

higher degree programs varies depending on the 

course of study and the academic institution. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bachillerato: Secondary School Completion   

Diploma 

¶ Doctor en Medicina (Doctor of Medicine): 

awarded after six years of medical education   

beyond the bachillerato.  

¶ Licenciado/Licenciatura: awarded after four or 

five years of post secondary school study.  Until 

the mid-1960ôs the licenciado was a three-year 

program. 

¶ Titulo Professional (Professional Title): awarded 

after four or five years of university study. 

¶ Candidato a Doctor en Ciencias (Candidate to 

Doctor in Sciences): awarded after a minimum of 

two years of study beyond the licenciado or titulo.  

Usually completed in three or more years. 

¶ Doctor en Ciencias (Doctor in Sciences):  

awarded after at least one year of study beyond 

the candidato.  Requires completion of a thesis. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Key Universities  
University of Camaguey 

University of Havana 

Central University of Las Villas 

University of Oriente 

 
Grading System  
One of the following grading systems is used: 

Transcript Grade    US Equivalent 

5     Sobresaliente  A  Excellent 

4     Aprovechado  B  Successful 

3     Aprobado  C  Pass 

0-2  Desaprobado* F  Fail 

 

Other Scale 

Transcript Grade  US Equivalent 

90-100  Excelente A  Excellent 

80-89    Bien  B  Good 

70-79    Regular  C  Average 

60-69    Aprobado              D  Pass 

0-59      Mal, Suspenso F  Fail 

 

*Note:  suspenso and insuficiente are considered provi-

sional marks and final examinations may be repeated.  If  a 

final examination is failed twice, the course must be re-

peated.  Desaprobado and suficiente are considered final 

and permanent marks. 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Applicants who have completed a four- or five-year uni-

versity program and have earned the corresponding degree 

may be considered for graduate admission.   

 

CUBA 
 

 Caribbean  
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 9,250 sq. km. (3571 sq.mi.) 

Population: 1.12 million 

Cities: Capital ï Nicosia, Limassol, Larnaka, Paphos 

Language of instruction: Greek, English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 10 

Literacy: 97.6% (female 96.3%, male 98.9%) 

Academic year: September ï June 

Tertiary education: 20% 

CYPRUS 
 

 Middle East 

System of Education  
A former British colony, Cyprus received its independence 

in 1960.  The island of Cyprus includes two separate and 

distinct communities.  The Greek-Cypriot community is 

located in the south and the Turkish-Cypriot community is 

located in the north.  Each community has a distinct educa-

tional structure. A large number of students who continue 

their education do so abroad.  In the south, the Apolyterion 

(Certificate of Completion) is awarded after 9 years of 

primary and 3 of secondary education and is required for 

higher education.  In the north, Lise Diplomasi (Secondary 

School Diploma) leads to higher education and is awarded 

after 8 years of primary and 3 years of secondary education 

To date, the application of Northern Cyprus to join the Bo-

logna Process was left undecided. 

 

Degree Significance (South -Greek)  

¶ Bachelorôs degree: awarded for 180 ECTS usually 3 

years. 

¶ Masterôs degree: awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS beyond 

the bachelorôs degree. 

¶ Doktor (Doctor or PhD): awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS 

beyond masterôs degree.   

 

Degree Significance (North -Turkish ) 

¶ Bachelorôs degree:  awarded after 4 years of study at 

Eastern Mediterranean University. 

 

Key Universities  
University of Cyprus (south) 

Cyprus University of Technology (south) 

Easter Mediterranean University (north) 

 

 

Old Grading Systems  
Higher Technical Institute: 

Transcript Grade    US Equivalent 

85-100     Distinction  A   

75-84       Credit                 B   

65-74       Credit                 C   

55-64        Pass                                  D 

50-54        Pass                                  D- 

0-49          Fail                                   F 

 

University of Cyprus: 

Transcript Grade  US Equivalent 

8.5-10 Excellent             A   

6.5-8.0 Very Good B   

5.0-6.0  Good  C   

 

Eastern Mediterranean University: 

4.0 system same as U.S. 

 

ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors                A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors     A-/B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors            B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria           C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded        F 

F Failï considerable further work is required                       F 

 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Be sure to use correct grading scale as scales in schools in 

south and north differ.  A Bachelorôs degree from either is suf-

ficient for entrance to graduate studies.  Note that the bache-

lorôs degree from the Greek South is three years. The Turkish 

Cypriot education system is not recognized by the Republic of 

Cyprus. 

Documents may be issued in English. 
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 78,902 sq. km. (30,464 sq. mi.) 

Population: 10.2 million 

Cities: Capital ï Prague; Brno, Ostrava, Pizen 

Languages of instruction: Czech, English, German 

Education: Years compulsory ï 10 

Literacy: 99.% (99% female, 99% male) 

Academic year: September ï August 

Tertiary education: 29.8% 

 
System of Education  
Education at all levels has experienced considerable change 

since the split of Czechoslovakia into the independent nations 

of the Czech Republic and the Republic of Slovakia in 1989.  

The 1990 University Act allows students, faculty and staff to 

have greater control over curriculum, hiring, admission re-

quirements and accreditation, areas once controlled by the 

Communist Party.  Institutions of higher education are divided 

into the following categories: classical universities, offering 

programs in humanities natural and social sciences, and medi-

cine; technical institutions, offering programs in engineering 

and physical sciences; agricultural institutions, which train 

agronomists, forestry scientists, agricultural economists and 

horticulturists; schools of economics; theological institutions; 

and academies of science, which provide research and training 

facilities for faculty and students with advanced degrees. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bachelorôs degree: awarded for 180 ECTS usually 3 

years. 

¶ Masterôs degree: awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS beyond 

the bachelorôs degree. 

¶ Doktor (Doctor or PhD): awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS 

beyond masterôs degree.   

 

 

 
Key Universities  
Masaryk University 

Technical University of Brno 

University of West Bohemia 

Charles University Prague 

Czech Technical University 

Prague University of Agriculture 

Prague University of Economics 

 

Old Grading System  
Transcript Grade               Description         US Equivalent 

Vyborny/Vyborne             Excellent  A 

Velmi Dobre/Dobry          Very Good B 

Dobre/Dobry               Good  C 

Nevyhovel/Nedostatecny   Fail  F 

Zapocitane               Credit/Pass Pass 

 

ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors                A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors     A-/B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors            B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria           C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded        F 

F Failï considerable further work is required                       F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
A completed degree program representing at least 4 years of 

study under the old system or a 3-year Bologna degree  is the 

minimum requirement to be considered for graduate admission . 

Documents may be issued in English. 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
 

Eastern/Central Europe  
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Area: 2,344,885 sq. km. (905,365 sq. mi.) 

Population: 71.7 million 

Cities: Capital ï Kinshasa; Lubumbashi, Mbuji-Mayi 

Language of instruction: French 

Education: Years compulsory ï 6 

Literacy: 67.2% (female 54.1%, male 80.9%) 

Academic year: October ï June 

Tertiary education: 29.8% 

 
System of Education  
The education system of Democratic Republic of 

Congo is highly centralized and has changed little 

since independence from Belgium in 1960.  The Min-

istry of Education decides on the objectives, length 

and content of education.  Access to higher education 

is open to holders of one of the secondary school 

leaving certificates (diplome dôetat de lôenseignement 

secondaire, diplome de fin dôetudes secondairs, bre-

vet), and passing marks on the national competitive 

entrance examination (epreuve dôorientation). 

 

Higher education is available through the universities, 

teacher training institutes, and technological institutes 

(polytechniques).  There are some private institutions, 

but these are not officially sanctioned and their de-

grees are not recognized by the state. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Gradue (Graduate Diploma): first-cycle degree, 

awarded after three years of study. 

¶ Gradue en Enseignement (Graduate in Teach-

ing): awarded after three years of study.  Quali-

fies holder to teach at the lower secondary level. 

¶ Licence (Licentiate): awarded after two years of 

study beyond the gradue. 

¶ Licence en Enseignement (Licence in Teaching): 

higher-cycle teacher training degree awarded 

after two years of study beyond the gradue en 

enseignement.  Qualifies holder to teach at the 

upper secondary level. 

¶ Ingenieur, Architect, Pharmacien, or Dentist: 

professional degrees awarded after two years of 

study beyond a three-year gradue. 

 

 

¶ Diplome Dôetudes Superieures (Higher Studies Di-

ploma): awarded after two years of study beyond the 

licence or the professional degree. 

¶ Docteur en Medecine (Doctor in Medicine): medical 

qualification obtained after a six-year program of  

university study. 

¶ Doctorat (Doctorate): awarded after variable amounts 

of course work beyond the licence.  In most instances, 

the doctorat will be awarded after three years beyond 

the licence, including submission of a dissertation.  

Because of the variable amounts of study, it is recom-

mended that the doctorat degree be carefully evalu-

ated. 

 
Key Universities  
University of Kinshasa 

University of Kisangani 

University of Lubumbashi 

 

Prior to 1981 these three universities were combined to 

form the National University of Zaire. 

 
Grading System     
Grade Description  US Equivalent  

90-100 plus grande distinction A / greatest         

80-89 grande distinction               A- / great distinction 

70-79 distinction  B / distinction 

50-69 satisfaction  C / satisfactory 

0-49 ajourne   F / fail 

 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The  licence is the minimum required qualification to be 

considered for graduate admission.   

 

 

 

DEMOCRATIC  

REPUBLIC OF 

CONGO 

(formerly Zaire)  
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 43, 094 sq. km. (16,640 sq. mi.) 

Population: 5.5 million 

Cities: Capital ï Copenhagen; Aarhus, Odense, Aalborg 

Languages of instruction: Danish, English 

Education: Years compulsory ï 10 

Literacy: 99% (99% female, 99% male) 

Academic year: September ï June 

Tertiary education:  58.9% 

DENMARK 
 

Northern Europe 

36 DNK 

System of Education  
Higher education in Denmark is offered through universi-

ties, academies and schools that are almost entirely fi-

nanced by the government.  There are a few private univer-

sities.  Although most institutions receive considerable 

direction from the Ministry of Education, there is a signifi-

cant degree of autonomy. 

Access to higher education is highly controlled.  There are 

admission quotas in all disciplines based on trends in future 

employment, capacity of institutions, and geographic distri-

bution of students and schools.  A national coordinating 

admissions office is responsible for processing applications 

to all higher education institutions. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶  Bachelorôs degree: awarded for 180 ECTS, usually 3 

years. 

¶ Masterôs degree: awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS be-

yond the bachelorôs degree, usually 2 years. 

¶ Doctor or PhD: awarded for 120 to 240 ECTS beyond 

masterôs degree, usually 3 years.   

 

Key Universities  
Aalborg University 

University of Copenhagen 

Aarhus University 

University of Odense 

Engineering Academy of Denmark 

Roskilde University 

Technical University of Denmark 

Old Grading System  
The thirteen-point grading scale used in Denmark is actually a 

ten-point scale because the marks of  twelve, four, and two are 

not used.   

 

Transcript Grade     US Equivalent 

10-13                    A 

7-9     B 

6                           C 

5                           F* 

Below 5       F 

*May sometimes be considered as minimal passing mark. 

Some transcripts may have grades of pass (godkend or 

bestael), or fail (ikke godkendt or ikke bestael). 

 
Grading System (effective 2007)  
Transcript Grade     ECTS Grade                        US Equivalent 

12                    A                                         A 

10     B                                          B+ 

7                               C                                          B 

4                               D                                         C+ 

02      E                                          C 

00                            FX                                        F 

-3                             F                                           F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Since the Bologna Reforms, a three-year bachelorôs degree is 

the requirement for admission to graduate school.  Prior to Re-

forms, four years were required. Documents may be issued in 

English. 
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Area: 48,442 sq. km. (18,704 sq. mi.) 

Population: 9.96 million 

Cities: Capital ï Santo Domingo; Santiago de los Caballeros 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory-10 

Literacy: 87% (female 87.2%, male 86.8%) 

Academic year: August ï June 

Tertiary education: 22.9% 

System of Education  
Higher education in the Dominican Republic is offered 

through government-approved universities (offering 

degree programs) and through private institutions 

(offering specialized and technical training programs).  

The Autonomous University of Santo Domingo is the 

only state university.  Access to higher education is 

open to holders of the bachillerato, or the maestro nor-

mal, secondary school leaving certificates.  Universities 

tend to have open admissions policies. 

 

Degree Significance  
Some four-year degrees may be completed in a three-

year format.  The three-year concentrated degrees are 

equivalent to a four-year degree of the same title. 

¶ T®cnico  (Technician): a two- to three-year techni-

cal program 

¶ Licenciatura/licenciado (Licentiate):  awarded 

after three to six years of university study 

¶ Ingeniero (engineer), arquitecto (architect):  five- 

to six-year professional degree 

¶ Doctor:  five- to seven-year professional degree in 

dentistry, law, medicine, pharmacy, or veterinary 

medicine. 

¶ Certificado de postgrado (Postgraduate Certifi-

cate):  usually a one-year program beyond the   

licentciatura. 

¶ Maestria:  awarded after approximately two years 

of study beyond the licenciatura.  Requires thesis 

or original research project. 

 

 

 

Key Universities  
Cibao Technological University 

University Nordestana San Francisco de Macoris 

Central University of the East 

Catholic University Madre y Maestra 

Technological University of Santiago Autonomous 

Autonomous University of Santo Domingo 

Catholic University of Santo Domingo 

National University Pedro Henriquez Urena 

University APEC 

 
Grading System  
There is no uniform method of grading in Dominican uni-

versities.  Grading tends to be stricter than in U.S. institu-

tions.  Listed below are two types of grading scales. 

 

Transcript Grade      Description         US Equivalent 

96-100 or   4      Outstanding  A 

86-95     3      Very Good  B 

76-85     2      Good   C 

70-75     1      Sufficient  D 

0-69     0      Failure  F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Three-year concentrated licenciatura or ingeniero are 

equivalent to four-year degrees.   

 

 

DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 
Caribbean 
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Area: 283,600 sq. km. (109,483 sq. mi.) 

Population: 15 million 

Cities: Capital ï Quito; Guayaquil, Portoviejo 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory-10 

Literacy: 91% (female 89.7%, male 92.3%) 

Academic year: October ï July 

Tertiary education: 25.9% 

System of Education  
Higher education in Ecuador is similar in design and 

structure to other education systems in Latin America.  

Access to higher education is open to holders of the 

bachillerato, representing completion of twelve years 

of primary and secondary education.  Programs of  

study vary in length, depending on the faculty and the 

school.  Private universities, usually Catholic, are the 

strongest in the country. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Tecnologo (Technologist): professional title 

awarded after completion of three years of uni-

versity study. 

¶ Licenciado (Licentiate): awarded after comple-

tion of four to six years of university study de-

pending on the field. 

¶ Maestro/Magister (Master): requires licenciado 

for admission.  Awarded upon completion of two 

years of study and presentation and defense of a 

thesis. 

¶ Doctorado (Doctorate): a postgraduate degree in 

such fields as Education, Arts and Humanities, 

Theology and Law.  The doctorado requires two 

or three years of study beyond the licentiatura 

and the presentation and defense of a thesis. 

  

 

 

 

Key Universities  
Technical University of Ambato 

Technical University of Babahoyo 

Catholic University of Cuenca 

University of Cuenca 

Catholic University of Guayaquil 

University of Guayaquil 

National University of Loja 

Technical University of Loja 

Central University of Ecuador 

National University of Technology 

Pontifical Catholic University of Equador 

 

Grading System  
There is no standard grading system used by universities 

in Ecuador.  Transcripts normally have information on the 

Spanish descriptions of numeric grades.  Different facul-

ties within the same university may use different numeric 

scales, but the Spanish descriptions of numeric grades  

remain constant. 

 

Grade Description   US Equivalent 

40 Sobresaliente   Excellent (A) 

35-39 Muy Bueno   Very Good (A) 

30-34 Bueno    Good (B) 

24-29 Regular    Average (C) 

0-23 Arrastre    Failure (F) 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
A completed degree program representing a minimum of 

four years of university study is the minimum requirement 

for a student to be considered for graduate admission. 

 

 

 

ECUADOR 
 

Western South America 
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Area: 1 million sq. km. (386,000 sq. mi.) 

Population: 82 million 

Cities: Capital ï Cairo; Alexandria, Giza, Shubra el Khema, El Mahalla el Kubra 

Languages of instruction: Arabic, English, French 

Education: Years compulsory-9 

Literacy: 71.4% (female 59.4%, male 83%) 

Academic year: October ï June 

Tertiary education: 30% 

 

System of Education  
University history in Egypt can be traced back to 970 A.D. 

with the founding of Al-Azhar University in Cairo.  However, 

most of Egyptôs present universities were founded in the 20th 

century.  Egypt has a total of 14 universities and higher insti-

tutes of technical and professional training, both public and 

private.  Grades earned in secondary school are neither re-

quired nor considered in the process of   undergraduate admis-

sion.  Admission is based on results of a national examination.  

Large class enrollment tends to promote an emphasis on rote 

learning and heavy reliance on end-of-year examinations. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Technical Institute Diploma: two years of study at an in-

dustrial, commercial or technical institute. 

¶ Higher Diploma in Technology: three years of technical 

study beyond secondary school. 

¶ Baccalaureos (Bachelorôs degree):  four to six years of 

multidisciplinary study in basic subjects. 

¶ Magistr (Masterôs Degree):  two to five years of training 

beyond the bachelorôs in individual research work culmi-

nating in the submission of a thesis. 

¶ Doctora/PhD: at least two years of study following the 

masterôs.  Candidates must have obtained the mark of 

ñgoodò.  Research work and thesis required. 

 

 

Key Institutions  
Ain Shams University 

Al -Azhar University 

Alexandria University 

Assiut University 

American University in Cairo 

Cairo University 

Mansoura University 

Tanta University 

Zagazig University 

 

 

 
Grading System  
Grading scales vary.  Refer to scale on transcript. 

 

Used in arts, language, Islamic studies, archaeology, com-

merce, economics, political science, law, and mass communi-

cations 

Transcript Grade   Description  US Equivalent 

90-100    Excellent A  

80-89    Very Good         A- 

65-79    Good               B 

50-64    Pass  C 

35-49    Weak  D 

below 35   Fail  F 

 

Used in education, engineering, fine arts, technology, social 

sciences, urban planning, and veterinary medicine. 

 

85-100    Excellent A  

80-84.9    Very Good         A- 

75-79.9                   B+ 

70-74.9                   B- 

60-64.9                                             C+ 

55-59.9                   Acceptable        C 

30-54.9                   Weak                 D 

below 30   Fail  F 

 

Other Scales 

85-100    Excellent A  

75-84                      Very Good         A- 

65-74     Good                 B  

50-64  Acceptable           C 

0-49                        Fail                    F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
A bachelorôs degree is the minimum degree required to pursue 

graduate studies.   One set of photocopies of all official docu-

ments are issued in English. 

 

 

EGYPT 
 

North Africa  
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Area: 21,476 sq. km. (8,260 sq. mi.) 

Population: 6.1 million 

Cities: Capital ï San Salvador; Santa Ana, San Miguel 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Education: Years compulsory-9 

Literacy: 81.1% (female 79.6%, male 82.8%) 

Academic year: February ï December 

Tertiary education: 17.5% 

 
System of Education  
In the 1980ôs El Salvador witnessed an increase in the es-

tablishment of higher learning institutions, many of which 

were established as independent private centers for higher 

learning.  The increase in the number of post-secondary 

education programs  led the Salvadoran government to es-

tablish norms and standards. The Universidad del Salvador/

UES, a public university, and the private Jesuit Universidad 

Centroamerican/UCA, are the most established and prestig-

ious higher-learning institutions. However, students are in-

creasingly turning to newer universities, many of which are 

expanding in the areas of computer science and business 

administration. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Bachillerato (Bachelor):  3-year secondary education 

degree 

¶ Tecnico (Technician): two or three-year postsecondary 

technical program 

¶ Profesor (Teacher): three-year program in primary,  

secondary, or special education 

¶ Licenciado/Licenciatura (Licentiate): first university 

degree varies in length from 5 to 5 ½ years.  Requires 

completion of a theses or graduation project.   

¶ Ingeniero (engineer); Arquitecto (architect): first pro-

fessional degree programs requiring 5 to 5 ½ years.   

 

 

  

 

 

¶ Doctor en Medicina/Medicao (medical doctor); 

Abogado (lawyer): are first and only degrees offered in 

the field of medicine or law.  Each requires 5 to 7 years 

of full -time study. 

¶ Maestria (master degree): usually a two-year post-

licenciado program, requiring completion of a thesis. 

¶ Doctor/Doctorado (doctorate degree):  Undertaken after 

completion of an undergraduate program, it requires 

three additional full-time years of study, or one year 

beyond the maestria. 

 

Key Universitites  
Universidad de El Salvador/EUS 

Universidad Centro Americana ñJose Simeon Canasò/UCA 

Universidad Albert Einstein 

Universidad Dr. Jose Matias Delgado 

Universidad Politecnica 

 

Grading System  
Transcript Grade             US Equivalent 

9-10   A 

7-8   B 

6   C (minimum pass) 

0-5   F 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Applicants who have received the licenciatura/licenciado or 

a professional degree of at least 4 years may be considered 

for admission to graduate programs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EL SALVADOR 
 

Central America  
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ETHIOPIA  
 

Eastern Africa 

Area: 1,127,127 sq. km. (435,186 sq. mi.) 

Population: 90.9 million 

Cities: Capital-Addis Ababa; Dire Dawa, Gonder, Bahir Dar 

Language of instruction: English 

Education: Years compulsory-6 

Literacy: 42.7% (female 35.1%, male 50.3%) 

Academic year: July-September 

Tertiary education: 1.6% 

 
System of Education  
Ethiopia is unique among African countries in that, with the 

exception of Italian occupancy during WWII, it has main-

tained its independence. In 1974 a military junta deposed 

Emperor Selassie and established a socialist state.  Torn by 

bloody coups, drought, and refugee problems, the regime 

was toppled in 1991.  A constitution was adopted and Ethio-

piaôs first multiparty elections were held in 1995. 

 

After four years of secondary education, students wishing to 

enter higher education must take the Ethiopian Higher Edu-

cation Entrance examination.  Technical and vocational 

education and training is institutionally separate from the 

regular education system. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Advanced Diploma: signifies completion of a three-year 

program in engineering. 

¶ Bachelor: a four-year degree in arts, science, agricul-

ture and education.; a five-year degree in engineering 

and law; six in medicine. 

¶ Masterôs: awarded by a university and signifying com-

pletion of a program of at least two years beyond the 

Bachelorôs Degree. 

¶ Doctor of Philosophy:  awarded by a university and 

signifying completion of at least three years of study 

beyond the Masterôs Degree. 

 
Key Universitites  
Addis Ababa University 

Alemaya University of Agriculture 

University of Asmera 

 

Grading System  
Grade             Description                    US Equivalent                   

 90-100               Excellent                        A 

 80-89                 Good                              B                          

 70-79                 Average                         C 

 60-69                 Pass                                D 

 0-59                   Failure                            F  

  
An overall grade average of at least 2.0 is required for 

graduation from a bachelorôs degree program.   

 

Recommendations and Comments  
A Bachelorôs degree requiring at least four years of higher 

education is required for admission to graduate study. 

Documents may be issued in English. 
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 338,145 sq. km. (130,558 sq. mi.) 

Population:  5.26 million 

Cities: Capital ï Helsinki; Tampere, Turku 

Languages of instruction: Finnish, Swedish, French, English, German, Russian 

Education: Years compulsory-10 

Literacy: 100% 

Academic year: September ï May 

Tertiary education: 70.4% 

 
System of Education  
In the Finnish pre-Bologna system, higher education system 

was comprised of polytechnics and universities.  In universities, 

the degrees were divided into a 3-year bachelorôs followed by a 

2-year bachelorôs degree.  The degrees retain their former do-

mestic names.  Degrees from polytechnics are now considered 

bachelorôs degrees.  However, bachelors transferring from 

polytechnics to universities may be required to take additional 

ECTS credits (maximum of 60) before undertaking a masterôs 

degree.  Universities select their students independently and 

competition for places is fierce. 

 

Degree Significance  
The reformed education framework (post 1990s) is a three-plus

-two system. 

¶ Kandidaatti (Candidate): first degree which should be con-

sidered equivalent to the U.S. bachelorôs degree.  It re-

quires a minimum of 120 credits and takes at least three 

years to complete.  The degree consists of basic and inter-

mediate studies in the major subject, as well as a thesis, 

studies in one or more minor subjects, and language stud-

ies. 

¶ Maisteri (Master): second degree considered equivalent to 

the U.S. masterôs degree.  It usually takes an additional  

two years of study following the kandidaatti.  

¶ Tohtori/Doktor (Doctorate): awarded in all fields after four 

years of study after the  Requires a dissertation. 

 

The number of years required to complete a program is based 

on 40 credits equal to one year of full-time study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Key Universities  
Abo Akademi 

University of Helsinki University of Tampere 

Helsinki University of Technology 

University of Kuopio 

 
Grading System  
University Grade          Description          US Equivalent 

3  Erinomaiset tiedot     Excellent               A 

2  Hyvaa tietot           Good  B 

1  Tyydyttava tietot         Satisfactory C 

0  Hylatty            Fail  F 

 

Polytechnic Grade 

5  Kiiteettava             Excellent               A 

4  Erittain hyva             Very Good A-/B+ 

3  Hyva              Good  B 

2  Erittain tyydyttava       Very Satisfactory   B-/C+ 

1  Tyydyttava              Satisfactory C 

0  Hylatty               Fail  F 

 

Only passing grades will be recorded on transcripts.  If 

a student fails a course or is unsatisfied with the grade, 

s/he may retake the exam. 

 

Recommendations and Comments  
The kandidaatti is equivalent to a U.S. bachelorôs de-

gree. Documents may be issued in English. 

 

 

 

FINLAND 
 

Northern Europe 
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Bologna Process participant 

Area: 543,965 sq. km. (210,026 sq. mi.) 

Population: 65.3 million 

Cities: Capital ï Paris; Marseilles, Lyons, Toulouse, Nice, Strasbourg 

Language of instruction: French 

Education: Years compulsory-11 

Literacy: 99% (female 99%, male 99%) 

Academic year: September ï June 

Tertiary education: 53.6% 

System of Education  
The baccalaureat is awarded at the end of secondary education and 

allows students to enter university.  It was followed by a two-year 

Diplome dôetudes universitaires generals (DEUG), followed by a 

third year, the licence. 

After the licence, students could choose to enter the maitrise, a one-

year research degree which may be followed by a one-year voca-

tional degree (DESS) or a one-year research degree (DEA).  After 

the DEA students could purse a doctorat. 

The baccalaureat and the doctorat are unchanged in the Bologna 

system, but the DEUG and the licence have been merged into a 

three-year licence. The maitrise, DESS and DEA have also been 

combined into a two-year masterôs degree. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶ Diplome Dôetudes Universitaires Generales (Diploma of Gen-

eral University Studies--DEUG):  awarded after two years of 

university study. 

¶ Licence (Licence): awarded after one year of study beyond the 

DEUG. 

¶ Maitrise (Master): awarded after one year of study beyond the 

licence and is comparable to a US bachelorôs degree. 

¶ Diplome Dôetudes Approfondies (Diploma of Advanced Stud-

iesðDEA): awarded after one year of study beyond the 

maitrise. 

¶ Diplome Dôetudes Superieures Specialisees (Diploma of 

Higher Specialized Studies--DESS):  professional degree 

awarded after one year of study beyond a masterôs.  

¶ Doctorat (Doctorate): three to five years of study beyond a 

masterôs requiring extensive research. 

 

Key Institutions  
The Grandes Ecoles were established by the government to train 

engineers and technicians, and are the Ivy League of France.  Be-

sides the baccalaureat, students must take competitive exams based 

on one to two years of preparatory studies offered by lycees.  The 

government spends three to four times more on a student enrolled at 

a Grande Ecole than on a university student.  The traditional pro-

gram stresses applied sciences, economics, math, and social sci-

ences.  The largest institution is the Institut National des Sciences 

Appliquees de Lyon.  HEC, the Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commer-

ciales is the most prestigious of the Grandes Ecoles. 

Old Grading System  
Transcript Grade  US Equivalent 

16-20                  A  

14-15.9   A-  

12-13.9                 B+  

11-11.9                               B 

10.5-10.9                            B- 

10.1-10.4                            C+ 

10                                     C 

9-9.9                                   C- 

8-8.9                                   D 

0-7.9                                   F 

 

ECTS Scale  
ECTS                                                                        US Grade 

A  Excellentï outstanding with only minor errors              A 

B  Very Goodï above average but with some errors          B+ 

C  Goodï generally sound work with notable errors          B 

D  Satisfactoryï fair but with significant shortcomings     C+ 

E  Sufficientï performance meets minimum criteria         C 

FX Failï some work required before credit is awarded      F 

F Failï considerable further  

 

Recommendations and Comments  
Before the Bologna Reforms, the minimum required degree for 

admission to graduate studies was the maitrise or a two-year 

DEUG plus two additional years of higher education.  Classes 

preparatoires at a lycee could be counted as the first cycle of  

higher education.   The three-year licence is the required docu-

ment for graduate admission since the Bologna Reforms.  Docu-

ments may be issued in English. 

FRANCE 
 

Western Europe 
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Area: 70,000 sq. km. (27,027 sq. mi.) 

Population: 4.6 million 

Cities: Capital ï Tôblisi; Gori, Sokhumi, Zugdidi 

Languages of instruction: Abkhazian, Azerbaijani,           

Armenian, Georgian, Russian, English, German 

Education: Years compulsory ï 9 

Literacy: 100% 

Academic Year: September ï June 

Tertiary education: 34.5% 

 

System of Education  
In the Soviet era, the Georgian population achieved one of 

the highest education levels in the Soviet Union.  In the 

1990s, the basic structure of Soviet education was still in 

place in Georgia, although the Soviet-style propaganda and 

authoritarian teaching methods have gradually disappeared.  

Higher education classes are taught almost exclusively in 

Georgian. 

 

A competitive entrance examination and a Certificate of 

Completion signifying three years of secondary education 

are required to enter university. 

 

Degree Significance  

¶  Diplomi (Diploma): awarded by an Institution of Occu-

pational Education, it takes two to three years after three 

years of secondary education or three to four years after 

primary education.  

¶ Bakalavris diplomi (Bachelorôs Diploma): usually four 

years of university study.  Students with excellent marks 

are awarded a Diplomi Tsarchinebit (Diploma with 

Honour). 

¶ Magistris Khariskhi (Masterôs degree): two years of 

study beyond the bachelorôs. 

¶ Metsnierebata Kandidati (Candidate of Sciences):  

Masterôs students who have obtained a Diploma with 

Honour may continue on to this degree.  It requires at 

least three years of study and presentation and defense 

of a thesis. 

¶ Metsnierebata Doktori (Doctor of Science): open to 

those who have obtained Candidate of  Sciences        

Diploma.  Signifies completion of advanced scholarly 

research leading to presentation and defense of a thesis. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Key Universities  
Georgian Technical University 

Tbilisi State University 

Abkhazian State University 

State University of Batumi 

 

Grading System   
Transcript grade              US Equivalent 

5  Priadi                              A  Excellent 

4  Kargi                              B  Good 
3  Damakmakopilebeli       C  Satisfactory 

2  Aradamakmakopilebeli  F  Unsatisfactory 

   Archatvla                             Incomplete            

 
Recommendations and Comments  
The four-year Bakalavris diplomi is required for admis-

sion to graduate study. 

 

GEORGIA 
 

Southwestern Asia  


